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About the Series 

 

The Unlearning Intolerance Seminar Series was 

initiated by the Department of Public 

Information in 2004. The series aimed to 

examine manifestations of intolerance as well as 

explore means to promote respect and 

understanding among peoples. As its name 

suggests, the "Unlearning Intolerance" series 

offers opportunities to discuss how intolerance, 

wherever it exists and for whatever reason, can 

be "unlearned" through education, inclusion and 

example. 

 

Please register for the seminar by e-mail to 

academicimpact@un.org 

 

Thank you! 

The United Nations Academic Impact 

http://outreach.un.org/unai 

 

 

 

 

as·sump·tion 

  uh-suhmp-shuh noun 

1.  

something taken for granted; a supposition:  

 Synonyms: presupposition; hypothesis, conjecture, 

guess, postulate, theory. 

2. 

the act of taking for granted or supposing.  

Synonyms: presumption; presupposition. 

3. 

the act of taking to or upon oneself.  

Synonyms: acceptance, shouldering. 

4. 

the act of taking possession of something:   

the assumption of power. 

 Synonyms: seizure, appropriation, usurpation, arrogation. 

5. 

arrogance; presumption.  

Synonyms:  presumptuousness; 

effrontery, forwardness,  

 

Assumptions. We make them all the time. Not all may 

be wrong, not all offensive. But the ease with which 

they can be made, and the effortless way in which 

they can slip into popular belief, invite scrutiny, 

interrogation and challenge. 

 

In this seminar, we hear five perspectives on 

assumptions with which the speakers are familiar and 

which will, we hope, spur a wider conversation 

 


